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Introduction 

Welcome/Agenda 

 

Teacher Presenters 

- Nicole Hartman 4th Grade 

- Courtney Kovac 1st Grade 

- Maria Prince 5th Grade 

 



Method of Instruction 

- Chesterfield uses the Writing Workshop method of 

instruction 

- Our curriculum, what we do, and what you will hear is 

based on the work of Lucy Calkins and her colleagues 

at the Reading and Writing Project at Columbia 

University 

- Our resources include the Curricular Calendars and the 

Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative 

Writing by Lucy Calkins and colleagues 

 



Some Foundations for Our Instruction 

- Students need direct instruction in skills 

and strategies for writing and time to 

practice 

- To learn and grow as a writer, students 

need to write often and long  

- Students develop skills at different rates 

and need to be taught at their level 

 



What Does Writers Workshop Look Like? 

- Minilesson 

- Independent Work Time 

 - teacher conferences 

 - small group instruction 

- Sharing 



What is a Minilesson? 

- The class gathers as a whole 

- Follows a consistent structure 

- connection 

- teaching 

- active engagement 

- link 

- The teacher provides explicit instruction of a skill 

- Video Example 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sN5IAUJXgdc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sN5IAUJXgdc


Independent Work  

- Students work on self-selected topics within 

a unit of study 

- Students at various stages of writing 

- The teacher works with individual students 

or groups of students and focuses on 

individual needs (conferences/small group 

work) 



What is a conference? 

- The teacher and student meet individually 

- The teacher quickly assesses student work noticing 

what they are doing well and then determines next 

step 

- The teacher teaches the needed skill or strategy based 

on the informal assessment and conferring notes 

- The teacher then sends the student off to continue the 

work 

- Video Example from Resources for Teaching Writing 
Lucy Calkins and Kathy Collins 



Small Group Work 

- A teacher may pull together a small group 

when there are several students who would 

benefit from a lesson on a specific skill or 

strategy 

- The groups are flexible and based on need 

at that time 

- Skills that are taught can be skills for 

reinforcement, enrichment, or remediation 



Sharing 

- Share time comes at the end of the workshop 

period 

- The teacher pulls the group back together and 

they will use this time to reinforce a skill or to 

prompt students to think about a new one 

- Students will usually share their work or ideas 

in a whole group or with partners 



Tracking Progress 

- Benchmark Assessments 

- Conferring Notes 

- Published Writing 

- Classroom Performance and Daily Work 

 



Benchmark Assessments 

- Benchmark assessments given throughout 

the school 

- Provide information to teachers to guide 

instruction 

- Assessments are given in September and 

then at various times throughout the school 

year 

- Not used as a grade 



Writing Pathways by Lucy Calkins 

- Writing Progressions are used for each type 

of writing 

- Describe grade level expectations for each 

component of writing 

- The Progressions are aligned with the 

Common Core State Standards 

- Used to assess students and as a guide for 

what to teach  



Common Core State Standards 







Opinion Progression Sample 





What Parents Can Do To Support Writing 

- The teachers have created a handout 

- Communication with teachers 

 

 

Questions? 


